
In an unassuming building a couple hours’ drive from Nashville, the legendary
Muscle Shoals Sound Studio made history and keeps making great music.
They recently invited Hear Technologies to tour the space. Studio Manager
Colin Lott explained the studio’s backstory and how they use the Hear Back
PRO personal monitoring system to make sessions easier for musicians today.

Making  history and great music 
In 1969, a local group of session musicians called The Swampers had played
on hit records and decided to open their own studio. Muscle Shoals Sound
Studio went on to record tons of hit records for the likes of Bob Seger, Paul
Simon, Rod Stewart, The Staples Singers, and more. In 2014, the nonprofit
Muscle Shoals Music Foundation formed, purchased the building, and raised
money to restore everything back to its original glory. More recently, Chris
Stapleton and Lana Del Rey recorded here. 

What’s the equipment setup?
The control room features a 1969 API console that originally belonged to Chet
Atkins. The studio mounted the Hear Back PRO Hub in their rack alongside
other outboard gear, and they use it in conjunction with Pro Tools. “Our Hear
Back inputs are directly beneath our Pro Tools outputs,” Lott explained. “So,
the first 8 outputs of Pro Tools feed the (studio monitoring system)
Dangerous ST. And then Pro Tools outputs 9 through 24 feed Hear Back
(channels) 1 through 16. When I’m in Pro Tools, my headphone sends are just
regular outputs that I can bus to. So without having to patch anything, I can
just send everything directly to the Hear Back. And it’s clearly labeled, and it’s
a breeze.” 
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The Hear Back PRO Hub in the control room sends channels to each
musician’s Hear Back PRO Mixer in the main room and isolation booths, and
each musician can create and change their own headphone or in-ear mix in
real time. That means less asking for headphone changes and more making
music.

Come see it for yourself
Muscle Shoals Sound Studio offers tours to the public as well as recording
sessions. Some fun highlights include the studio’s original grand piano that
can be heard on Bob Seger’s “Old Time Rock and Roll,” and the creative
acoustic treatment the Swampers came up with on the fly.

You can reach out to them at muscleshoalssoundstudio.org.
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